Irinity Iidings

AUGUST 2015

Trinity Lutheran Church
2163 Mayhew Lake Rd NE
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-4554

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TRINITY

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
St. Cloud, MN
Permit No. 35



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/&sa=U&ei=hQ5gUsiWFumMyAG1i4HYAQ&ved=0CAcQFjAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNE3KjVpVYMQJIspjIwGhVoGj73bpg

Trinity Lutheran Church
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Prayer Chain:
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Youth Ministry:
Terry Kurash 251-4071
Kristen Sigurdson 493-6621
Parish Nurse: Jennifer Machula
Prince of Peace School
Office: 251-1477
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Inserts: August Calendar

It's been a busy summer and, as always it seems, the months of
June, July and August slip by faster than any of the other nine months.

G\

A WORD . .. . .
FROMTHE \ I'm guessing that's the way it is for most of us in northern climates who
PASTOR§ try to cram as much as we can into these weeks when there is more
«~ light and warmth, as well as vacation from school. Here are a few

things that have kept me busy this summer:
Calling Pastor Dave

At the time I'm writing this, Pr. Dave Strohschein is considering our call to
serve as pastor with me here at Trinity; and by the time you read this, his decision will
have been made (so he promised me!). This is the culmination of a process to call a
second pastor that began more than a year ago and is intended to strengthen the pastoral
care we provide both to our congregation and community. My prayer is that Pr. Dave
would accept this call, where he would serve us at Trinity half-time in ministry areas of
worship and stewardship, as well as family life, children and youth. For the other half
of his time, he would continue on as administrator of our Prince of Peace Lutheran
School. Pr. Dave is well-known by many here, having served as Pastor of neighboring
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in St. Cloud for 25 years, and since 2003, as Mission and
Ministry Facilitator for the congregations of the MN North District, LCMS in Brainerd.

Please join me at this time in praying for - and hopefully welcoming - Pr. Dave
and our ministry together here at Trinity.

Who/Where Are Trinity's Members

At the beginning of June, our Lay Ministry Board began the difficult task once
again of identifying and encouraging those individuals and families who are listed on
our congregation's membership roles who have not worshipped with us for some time.
Letters were sent to 176 addresses (a number who no longer live in the area and a larg-
er number who still live here but have been inactive) asking them what they would like
us to do with their membership status. An August 1st deadline date to respond was
given, after which time they were informed their name(s) would be removed if we had
not heard back from them.

I say this is a 'difficult task' because the impression that often results from these
kinds of letters is that we are "kicking people out of church." That reaction couldn't be
further from the truth! The letters were written in such a way as to share a deep con-
cern for souls, along with our desire to assist in the nurture of those souls through Word
and Sacrament within the communion of saints. If you are someone who has received
such a letter - or know of someone who has - please know that we care.

So far, quite a few written responses - and some verbal - have come back: some
indicating they've already joined another church, others wishing to remain members of
Trinity. And some have returned and started worshipping again! Is it worth the
'difficult' effort and the ruffling of feathers? I believe it is.

A New Pictorial Directory
Elsewhere in this newsletter is information about pictures being taken in Sep-
tember for our new directory. The last directory was produced 5 years ago and many
changes have taken place since then. (Continued on Page 6)
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Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

There is an ongoing need in our community for assistance. I get calls
every week from people asking for help. These needs give us the
opportunity to put our faith in action.

DCO CORNER:

Our guidelines for social ministry: We assist both members and non-members in our
community. We never assist with cash, for any reason, but work directly with vendors, landlords,
pharmacists, utility companies, etc. Our social ministry financial assistance is usually for a one time
emergency as we try not to create a relationship of dependence. We are able to do a few things from
our own social ministry fund but most of our assistance involves making referrals to social ministry
agencies in the community.

Trinity's social ministry resources: Non-perishable food shelf, frozen hams and turkeys, gas
vouchers, bus cards, greyhound bus tickets, hotel, diapers, formula and prescriptions. If you would like
to contribute to our social ministry fund you can make checks payable to: Trinity Lutheran Church and
in the memo note: “social ministry"“. You can put checks in the offering plate or leave them in the church
office.

Community referrals: Community meals and shelter at Place of Hope and Salvation Army,
Project Heal for medical needs, United Way 211 for a “first call for help”, Good Samaritan Fund for
help with damage deposits, rent and car repairs, Tri-Cap for energy assistance, Catholic Charities for
financial counseling, Faith in Action for minor household repairs, fransportation and housekeeping,
Community Furniture Program and St. Cloud Area Legal Services.

Our mission statement says that we " Share the Caring Christ with All People”. Our social
ministry program is one way we can show mercy to others. However, we are to witness in both deed and
word. Helping someone financially is a good thing to do but it is not all we are to do. In Romans 10:17 St.
Paul says, "Consequently faith comes from hearing the message”. Often when I am assisting others they
are usually open to God's Word. I have shared Bibles, tracts, Portals of Prayer and Project Connect
Booklets from the rack in our lobby. I have also had opportunities to invite people to worship and to
pray with them.

Our social ministry program is an avenue for us to live out our faith and love and serve our
neighbor by putting our faith in action. Don't hesitate to encourage people you know
to call me at the church to see if we can be of some assistance to those that are in W/ V«"’ ’
heed. U

N ,,u,,w, /
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Craig Cooper, DCO

Contemporary Music Director:
Trinity is looking for a musician who can plan, lead instrumental, and vocal music in weekly con-
temporary worship. It would be a plus if this person could also assist in directing the traditional
choir. Contact the church office for more information. 320-252-3670.
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Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

Worship and Music Notes

“Let us go to the house of the Lord”

We are blessed with numerous opportunities to worship. The Lord has blessed us with the free-
dom to come together as a church family without fear of persecution. There are so many other
places in this world where that is not possible. How easy it is to forget the countless blessings we have and take
tfor granted the way of life we live.

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1

As August gives way to September, the summer schedules segue into the busier schedules of the school year.
(Ironic how the attendance flows in the opposite direction!) Watch for opportunities to serve musically as Adult
Choir and the Hand Bell Choir will be resuming. Participation in these groups is vital to their success! Please
prayerfully consider your musical gifts and make a commitment to serve in this capacity. It is so rewarding to
come together with other friends and new acquaintances from church to work together to provide music for
worship.

“Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.” Psalm 100:2

As a congregation, we participate in the music every Sunday with the singing of the hymns. We have 635
hymns to pick from in our hymnal and sing 275 hymns in the course of a year. It is a challenge to pick hymns
that directly tie into the lessons for the day and are familiar and sing able. “All music was once new,” is a quote
trom MPR. There will be times when a hymn is new to you. If given a chance, it could become a favorite! Don’t
let an unfamiliar tune rob you of the richness of the text. To God be the glory.

Watch your calendar and bulletin for music opportunities and announcements.
God’s blessings to you and yours as we worship together.

Daniel Reineke, Music Director (320)656-0963  danielreineke@charter.net

Sing, sun and stars of space, Sing, ye that see His face, Sing, ""Jesus Christ be praised!"
God’s whole creation o'er, both now and evermore, Shall Jesus Christ be praised! LSB 807:5

Salt & Pepper
We had a great day for our July activity. We had a wonderful lunch on the patio at Nelson Brothers
in Clearwater followed by a trip just a few miles out of Clearwater to see a man named Bing and his
collection of old gas pumps, phone booths and many other antique items. We have an exciting day
planned on Tuesday, August 18th. We will begin our day by touring the Governor's mansion in
St. Paul. This will be followed by lunch at the landmark Mickey's Diner (which has also been featured
on Food Network). After lunch we will be touring the Hill Mansion and the Ramsey Mansion all in St.
Paul. The cost of the tours and the gas will be paid by Salt & Pepper. The only
expense will be your lunch. There is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk. Please join us
for this fun filled day. Watch for further details on departure time.
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Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

Camp Discovery-
Jesus At Work Through Us

Vacation Bible School 2015

Vacation Bible School was held at Trinity Lutheran Church from June 28" through July 2™ from 6:00-8:30 PM.
Sixty-five children were registered from six area churches. The Camp Discovery theme helped the children to discover
God’s plan and purpose. They learned that Jesus works in and through us!

Our week began with the story of David and Goliath. We saw how David was bold to defend the one true God,
and how he used his God-given courage to defeat the enemy of God’s people. JESUS GIVES US COURAGE: Be Bear-y
Courageous! The next evening, we heard how God sent Deborah, a judge, prophetess, and leader, to help His people.
God gave her His wisdom to judge the people’s arguments and to help them. JESUS GIVES US WISDOM: Make Wise
Choices! Our next discovery was found in the story of God saving Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The story taught
us that Jesus saves us now and eternally and He gives us faith and trust to confess Him as our Savior. JESUS SAVES US:
Get Fired Up About Jesus! Jesus giving Bartimaeus sight was our next camp discovery. Jesus gives us faith to believe and
to follow Him. Jesus is at work through us as we bear our crosses. JESUS GIVE US FAITH: Follow Jesus! We ended
our week finding out how Jesus calls us to share His love with others, often through actions of mercy as when God sent
Ananias to Saul. JESUS GIVES US HIS LOVE TO SHARE: Share the Good News!

Our Big Timber Leader was Jennifer Kranz. She began each evening with prayer, an introduction of the take-
home point, and a visit with Chester the squirrel puppet about lessons that God’s Word can teach us. Pastor Dave and Ka-
ren Strohschein were the Treetop Storytellers for our camp. They presented the bible stories in a variety of ways and
helped bring the stories to life by having the children act them out. Our S’More Fun Music Leader was Heidi Eisenlohr.
She led the children in camp songs and actions. Daily snacks were prepared by our Campfire Snack Makers Cindy Clitty,
Mary Neumann, and Diane and Abby Gooch. The children prayed together and learned how even their snacks can remind
them how Jesus works through them. Splash ‘n Dash Games were led by Sue Morey. She was assisted by Justin Hackett
and Bob & Thea Terpstra in leading inside and outside activities. Wilderness Craft Leaders were Sandi Murphy, Dee
Tvrdik, and Max Lurken-Tvrdik. They helped the children complete projects that reminded them of the daily bible truths.
Colten and Talon Sigurdson were assistants in both the music and games areas.

Our Tree-mendous Leaders for each grade level helped the children complete their daily leaflets and guided them
through the various rotations. Connie Mooney led the three-year-old group. The four-year-olds were guided by Alison
Murphy. Barb Mingo and Candice Bicondoa worked with the five-year-olds. Jennifer Machula and Lucie Schwartzkopf
worked with the Kindergarten class. The first and second graders spent their camping week with Jan Gratke. Sandy Aus-
tin led the third graders in their activities and Shelly Zimmer was the leader for grades four and five.

We had amazing support for our camp experience! THANK YOU to the teachers, rotation site leaders, assistants,
class sponsors, cash donators, craft material suppliers and snack donators. Thank you to Karen Vennes for sharing her ar-
tistic ability for our props and settings and for making sure Chester the squirrel was well cared for! Thank you to Gayleen
Dierks, Jim Stueve and Andrea Mumme for their preparation help. Thanks much to Judy Rehwaldt for all of her office
expertise and to Ken Knafla for helping with storage of our materials. Big City Mission was our VBS mission project this
year. It is a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod project that helps children in North America’s inner cities. We were blessed
to send in $274 that will help purchase three backpacks with school supplies and forty lunches for the children!

We had a great time at camp discovering that Jesus truly does work through us in so many ways!

VBS Coordinators, Kathy Stueve & Bev Karls
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: LCEF Shared Blessings

4
¢ We did it! We reached the first level with 87 investors. Put up the check mark!

¢ We now have $440 in rebates each month. On to the next level. See Lori Wendt

¢ at the LCEF tfable in the narthex for more information. We need 50 more applica-

: tions to reach the next levell Sign up today!

: Do you have kids or grandkids? An anonymous donor gave $25 per child to help open up a LCEF Young

¢ Investor account. The child must be 12 years old or younger and you must keep the money in the ac-

@ count for a minimum of 5 years. If you are interested fill out the appropriate application and write
your own check for $25 (or more if you wish). Then turn the application and check into Lori Wendt or

4 the church office. The Finance Team will then reimburse you $25 and send in the application for you.

4

4
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(Contd. from pg. 2)  Although an updated member- LWML
ship list is not the reason or motivation for the let- - _
ters mentioned above, it is helpful in our life togeth-

0000000000000 00909%

The LWML will meet on Thursday, August

er to know and be able to identify who our members 13th, at 1:00pm in the fellowship Hall.

are, as well as be able to communicate with them All ladies are invited to join us for Bible

through updated contact information. Because we Study refreshments and fun fE"OWShip'
, !

care, | encourage you and your family to be includ-
ed in this effort.

LCEF 'Shared Blessings' Rebate Do You Have A $mall
Please read the exciting news mentioned Refrigerator You Don’t Need?

elsewhere in this newsletter. With the involvement The altar guild is in need of one

of 87 Trinity investors, (these numbers are deter- to store flower

mined by a % of our total membership) Trinity is arrangements between Sundays. Please

already saving $440 each month on its building contact the church office if you have a

lead!! (252-3670)
Thank You!

loan. We need 50 more investors to reach the next
level, which would return $650 a month to us. Re-
member, it's an investment of as little as $25. The
money is yours. And to further encourage you,
Trinity will even reimburse you the $25!
Questions: call Lori Wendt - 250-9373.

Pa«ﬂb@ ng g/oﬂ'm

Bulletin Assemblers Needed!

Add your name to the list for just
One Friday each month, at 9:00am.

This project takes about an hour,
sometimes less.

Many hands make light work!
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Hove
than
ENOUGH

EXODUS 35:4-36:7

“More Than
Enough”

Planned Giving Stories for Christian Stewards

Thomas was a widower who had a great love for his
church. As an individual who had directly benefited
from its ministry, Thomas told his attorney that he want-
ed to thank the church with a bequest from his estate.
Thomas' estate included some stocks, real estate and an
IRA. Thomas' attorney recommended that he give the
appreciated stock and real estate to his children and leave
his IRA to the church.

Thomas: My attorney told me that if I gave the stock
and real estate to my children, these assets would receive
a step-up in basis at my death. My children could then
sell them without paying tax. However, if I gave my chil-
dren my IRA, the IRA would be subject to estate and in-
come tax. After paying all of these taxes, very little
would be left for my family. By giving the IRA to the
church, I could make a nice gift and avoid any additional
tax for my estate and children.

Thomas contacted his church's gift planning counselor to
obtain a beneficiary designation form. He filled out the
form and designated his church as the 100% recipient of
his IRA account. Thomas' attorney then specified in
Thomas' will the bequest of his other assets to his chil-
dren.

Thomas was pleased that because his church was a tax
exempt institution, it would receive the full amount of
the IRA value when he passed away, creating a legacy
for the future.

You also may want to make it easy and convenient to
have a bequest included in your will. Information and
confidential consultation about planned giving options
that might benefit you - like a bequest to save taxes - can
be obtained by contacting either Mr. David Priebe, re-
tired business attorney (612)508-4640; or Mr. George
Miller (800)482-5022. Both David and George are Gift
Planning Counselors for the MN North District - LCMS.
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Upcoming Middle School Youth Events ﬁ_

SUMMERLAND -
August 11. 1-S5pm. w
We will meet at Trinity 12:30 #H
for carpool to 2
Summerland. $18 Wristband. .
We will meet for pizza back at ¢
Trinity at 5:30pm.
Youth will be ready for pickup
from Trinity by 6pm.
We are in need of adult chaperones as well as
volunteers for the pizza party. All age ﬁ_
participants are welcome as are
family and friends. W

been invited as well.
RSVP via email or Signup will be placedon
MSYG Bulletin Board at Trinity. S

msygtrinitysr@gmail.com
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Let Us Know

Please let the office know if your contact
information has changed...address, telephone
(landline or cell phone) or email address.
We like to stay in touchl!

Spread the Good News
about your business...

to the members of Trinity Lutheran Church
It's Easy! We'll create an ad for you!

Just $27 for 1—7/8” x 1” ad paid in advance with
an 11—issue contract or get double impact by
putting 2 ads together, 1—7/8” x 2” ad paid in

advance. (549)

Call the Church office to get started!
320-252-3670, 2163 Mayhew Lake Road NE, Sauk
Rapids, MN 56379-4554
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Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN
Name BirthDate  Luke Johnson 24-Aug Lauren Ringsmuth 21-Aug
Jack Abfalter 14-Aug Janet Kardell 5-Aug Aaron Rucks 18-Aug
Kirk Abraham 11-Aug Scott Kelm 15-Aug lan Rucks 8-Aug
Danielle Anderst 16-Aug Graham Killmer 29-Aug Norbert Sadowski 11-Aug
Michelle Arnold 18-Aug Levi Knafla 7-Aug Amy Schaefer 24-Aug
Sadie Bartels 22-Aug Denalyn Knowles 1-Aug Terri Schnobrich 26-Aug
Keith Bauman 17-Aug Calvin Koehler 22-Aug Amy Schweiss 5-Aug
Sherrie Beck 31-Aug Linda Kothman 27-Aug Mary Skuza 25-Aug
Abigail Behrendt 6-Aug Jennifer Kranz 8-Aug Carol Sova 8-Aug
Danielle Bennett 7-Aug Delynn Kuechle 21-Aug Les Sova 18-Aug
Shirley Benoit 21-Aug Jennifer Kurash 11-Aug Eric Stuart 14-Aug
Madysen Boettcher 17-Aug Chris Kutzorik 24-Aug John Sunstrom 16-Aug
Kim Boom 25-Aug Lorraine Laamanen 27-Aug Kevin Swecker 24-Aug
Jacob Bowland 4-Aug Dorothy Lamp 12-Aug Brenda Thole 11-Aug
Brooke Butkowski 25-Aug Cordell Lazer 27-Aug Kelly Thole 29-Aug
Margaret Buttweiler 25-Aug Jan Lembeck 17-Aug Tim Thole 6-Aug
Timothy Buttweiler 15-Aug John Linkert 18-Aug Gloria Thom 25-Aug
Kara Cassen 4-Aug Farrah Machula 16-Aug Caleb Wainright 1-Aug
Ariet Cham 5-Aug Lynn Machula 31-Aug Ross Wainright 9-Aug
Jon Copeland 24-Aug Natalie Martin 20-Aug Brian Walen 28-Aug
Angel Dohrmann 6-Aug Cham Medho 13-Aug Courtney Walker 22-Aug
Brian Dohrmann 1-Aug Robert Michael 20-Aug Alexa Welsh 2-Aug
Carol Durand 10-Aug Bobbi Jean Milner 20-Aug Lori Wendt 29-Aug
Shirley Eisenlohr 21-Aug Joel Mousky 24-Aug Wayne Weyhrauch 11-Aug
Cynthia England 17-Aug Ryan Mousky 3-Aug Grayson Willman 14-Aug
Theodore Ernst 5-Aug Carissa Neis 26-Aug Julie Willman 20-Aug
Audrey Fleck 25-Aug David Neubert 7-Aug Jacob Wintheiser - Bishop 12-Aug
Robert Fleck 31-Aug Riley Novak 4-Aug Magan Wurdelman 10-Aug
Vera Forner 29-Aug Georgiana Okello 12-Aug
Jon Fuchs 4-Aug Haily Olson 4-Aug
Evie Gazett 18-Aug Garry Oltz 3-Aug
Paul Gerads 21-Aug Darline Patton 28-Aug
Alexandra Gerchy 14-Aug Amanda Petersen 28-Aug
Shelley Gorecki 10-Aug Lorie Pilantz 5-Aug
iuth Gottschalk 24-Aug Ja.nlce Putnam 5-Aug s, "APP s

auren Graning 15-Aug Nick Reberg 24-Aug . '.n'nn v o
Brad Grose 24-Aug Daniel Reginek 13-Aug ’ *
Chuck Haake 22-Aug Gail Reginek 26-Aug
Pamela Hadley 19-Aug Mark Renn 18-Aug
Eric Hansen 28-Aug Melanie Riehm 8-Aug
Lisa Hejhal 23-Aug
Christopher Helgeson 29-Aug
Mark Helgeson 14-Aug
Sandra Henz 2-Aug 1“]‘1 IJ q'l‘

Jason Holman 10-Aug , A
Whitney Jarnot 12-Aug



August 2015

Sun | Mon Tue | Wed Thu Fri Sat
A\ ;
9:00am Altar Guild
AUGU 6:45pm Traditional
b Music Rehearsal(W)
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:00am Worship (HC) Z5 6:00pm Evening Worship | 7:00pm Friends 8:00am Finance Team 9:00am Sewing 9:30am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Bible Class (HC) 22 in Harmony (W) Mtg. and Crafts Workers 6:45pm Traditional
9:15am Youth Bible Study (Y) 6:45pm Narcotics 7:00am Men's Bible Study Music Rehearsal(W)
10:30am Worship Z1 Anonymous (Y) 6:00pm HS Youth Night
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y) (Y)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:00am Worship Z3 (Singing Saints) | 6:00pm Evening Worship | 7:00pm Friends 7:00am Men's Bible Study | 1:00pm LWML (F) | 9:30am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Bible Class Z5 in Harmony (W) 6:00pm HS Youth Night 5:30pm Lay Workers 2:00pm Harris/Benoit
9:15am Youth Bible Study (Y) 6:30pm Salt & Pepper (Y) Ministry Mtg. 5:00pm Wedding | Wedding
10:30am Worship (HC) Z4 Planning Mtg (Lcf) 6:15pm Ladies Leaning on | 7:00pm Rehearsal 6:45pm Traditional
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y) 6:45pm Adult Choir Christ CC (CM) Leadership Team Music Rehearsal(W)
6:00pm YABS Bible Study Practice Mtg.
6:45pm Narcotics
Anonymous (Y)
16 17 Good Shepherd Golf 18 19 20 21 22
8:00am Worship (HC) Z1 Outing 7:00pm Friends 7:00am Men's Bible Study | 9:00am Sewing 9:30am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Bible Class 6:00pm Evening Worship | in Harmony 6:00pm HS Youth Night and Crafts Workers 6:45pm Traditional
9:15am Youth Bible Study (YY) (HC) Z3 ) Music Rehearsal(W)
10:30am Worship Z2 6:45pm Adult Choir
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y) Practice
6:45pm Narcotics
Anonymous (Y)
23 24 POP Golf Outing 25 26 27 28 29
8:00am Worship Z4 9:30am Parish Workers 7:00pm Friends 7:00am Men's Bible Study | 7:30pm Bible 9:30am Parish 3:00pm
9:15am Bible Class (Newsletter) in Harmony (W) 6:00pm HS Youth Night Study @ Benton Workers Swenson/Swenson
9:15am Youth Bible Study (Y) 6:00pm Evening Worship (Y) County Jail 5:00pm Wedding | Wedding
10:30am Worship (HC) Z5 Z1 6:15pm Ladies Leaning on Rehearsal 6:45pm Traditional
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y) 6:45pm Narcotics Christ CC (CM) Music Rehearsal(W)

6:00pm YABS Bible Study

Anonymous (Y)

30

8:00am Worship Z2

9:15am Bible Class.

9:15am Youth Bible Study (Y)
10:30am Worship Z3

12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y)

31

6:00pm Evening Worship
Z4

6:45pm Narcotics
Anonymous (Y)

Room Reservation Key

W=Worship Space

Scl=Small Class Room

M=Music Room

Lcf=Large Conf Room

CM=Care Ministry

O=0Overflow Room

F=Fellowship Hall

Lcl=Large Class Room

Y=Youth Room

Scf=Small Conf Room

K=Kitchen

| CDC=Child Dev. Cnt.
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