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Trinity Lutheran Church

“Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

DCO CORNER:

Local Social Ministry

I receive many requests each week for assistance and the balance in the Social Ministry account is
low, approximately $300. This presents the opportunity for you to be involved with helping people in
our community with basic needs. Some of the things we are able to do with your contributions are as

follows:

»Minor car repairs

devotional books.

in the office know.

> Keep our food shelf fully stocked
> Milk, eggs and meat to supplement items from our food shelf
»>Gas for medical appointments and for job interviews

> Assistance with medical prescriptions

> Target gift cards for personal hygiene products
»Bus cards, $20.00, for transportation to Worship for 5 Sundays
»Church of the Week Expenses. For example reimbursing our members for some of the ingredients
for the meals we provide and providing breakfast, paper products and milk for the week. We provide
the evening meal for six nights for 100 people per night. Last year our expenses were $1200.

(This year our week is Feb. 15-21, 2016)

Please keep in mind that I never give anyone cash. I do offer spiritual council, prayer, Bibles and

If you would like to contribute to our Social Ministry account simply make checks out to:

Trinity Lutheran Church and in the memo portion note that it is for: “Social Ministry” You can
drop off checks in the church office or in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. Also, if your
ChristCare Group or church organization (i.e. LWML, Sewing Guild, Fellowship Team, Youth Group,
Hospitality, Bible Study Group, etc.) would like to make a contribution please let me or Joanne Wilke

("The King will reply, T tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.")

Craig Cooper, DCO
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Trinity Lutheran Church

“Sharing the Caring Christ With All People”

Sauk Rapids, MN

el Salt & Pepper
F Please join. the SalF & Pep-

#5z per group in caroling at the

Good Shepherd Communi-

ty on Sunday, December 13th. We
will meet at the Good Shepherd
Chapel at 4:30 pm. We will make
our way around all the buildings at
their mealtime and the residents al-
ways enjoy this tremendously. This 1s
a great way to witness of our faith and
have fun at the same time.

Moy Ctnistmas!!

LWML

On Thursday, December 10th mission
leaguers of Trinity will meet
at Jimmy's Pour House
party room for lunch and social time from
noon to 2:00pm.

In December we have the traditional Red
Stocking collection of coins saved through-
out the year and purposed for Trinity
Social Ministry.

LWML does not meet in January, So our
next meeting will be
Thursday, February 11, 2016.

Happy New Year!

Prince of Peace will have it’s
annual Christmas Program at
Love of Christ Lutheran Church
on Thursday,
December 17th
at 7:00pm.

childrens

Join us for a
celebration of our
Savior’s birth!

“Checkin’ It Twice”
Trinity Lutheran Sunday School
Children will perform their Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 13th

at our 10:30am service.

The Savior s Born/

Leann Klimek and
Toni Kasella

A MEHRWERTH)|

CONCRETE & MASONRY, INC,

Commercial/Industrial
RICK MEHRWERTH
320.252.8072  Cell: 320.980.4575
5123 Shadowwood Dr. NE
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Email: mehrwerthconcrete@yahoo.com

CPA’s

d.
Led
1139 Franklin Ave. NE #3

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 774-2035

Mark A. Kelley
Insurance Agent
300 E. Germain St. Suite
260 St. Cloud, MN 56304
Tel: 320-252-7222
Fax: 320-252-8674
mkelleyl@farmersagent.com

3%
FARMERS

INSURANCE

{ Lib_ert.v
e-; savings bank

Gunking for Fveryday Frople!

111 7th Ave. S. PO Box 40
St. Cloud, MN 56302
(320)252-2841 or (888) 950-2265

Spread the Good News About your Business...
to the members of Trinity Lutheran Church ... It’s Easy!
We'll create an ad for you!

Just $27 for 1—7/8” x 1” ad paid in advance with an 11—issue
. contract or get double impact by putting 2 ads together, :
1—7/8” x 2” ad paid in advance. ($49)

Call the Church office to get started!
320-252-3670, 2163 Mayhew Lake Road NE,

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379-4554




Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

BRAARER AR BRI EERS

Pastor John Bakou’s Ordination
November 7, 2015

- Front Row (L-R): Rev. Paul Cloeter, Senior Pastor, Trinity
Lutheran Church, Sauk Rapids, MN, Rev. Charles Haake, (Emeritus),
Rev. Harvey Ehlers, (Emeritus) Trinity Lutheran Church, Sauk Rapids,
= MN, Rev. John Bakou, Associate Pastor, Trinity

Lutheran Church, Sauk Rapids, MN, Rev. David Strohschein, Associ-
ate Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Sauk Rapids, MN, Rev. Greg
Tomhave, Pastor, St. Paul, Royalton, MN & Bethany Lutheran
Church, Ramey, MN

Back Row (L-R): Rev. Donald Kirsch, (Emeritus), Rev. Robert
Trinklein, Pastor, Shepherd of the Pines Lutheran Church, Rice, MN,
Craig Cooper, Director of Christian Outreach (DCO) Trinity Lutheran
Sauk Rapids, MN , Rev. Brady Finnern, Pastor, Messiah Lutheran
Church, Sartell, MN (thtle Falls Circuit V|S|tor) Rev. Dr. Donald
Fondow, MNN District President (Ordinator) Rev. Omot Aganya - ! .

(John Bakou’s cousin) , Rev. Walter Brill, MNN District Secretary,
Rev. Jeffrey Lee, MNN District Mission & Ministry Facilitator
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I Friday, January 22, 2016 will be the 42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Many will take a stand for life by joining
in marches all over the country. There are many local marches, but there is also a state march and a national
march. If you or a group from your congregation would like to participate in the state or national March for

I Life, please contact Rev. Jon Rusnak, District Life Coordinator at jon.rusnak@mnnlcms.org or 320.630.3811.

The State March for Life takes place in St. Paul, Minnesota, and is sponsored by Minnesota Citizens Concerned

for Life. The march begins at noon at the Capitol Mall and follows a circular route around the Mall grounds un-

I til 12:30 p.m. At that point, there will be a pro-life program, with a brief keynote address. The program will con-
clude by 1:00 p.m. Visit http://www.mccl.org/ for more information.

The National March for Life will take place in Washington D.C. The 2016 theme is Pro-Life and Pro-Woman
I Go Hand-in-Hand. There will be a rally at noon on the Washington Monument grounds followed by a two-hour
I march from there to the U.S. Supreme Court. Visit http://marchforlife.org/mfl-2016/ for more information.

- - - __
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Trinity Lutheran Church “Sharing the Caring Christ With All People” Sauk Rapids, MN

Worship and Music Notes

The Gloria in Excelsis and The Time of Christmas

The seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany focus on the incarnation of Jesus Christ. The tendency to divide
them into three different seasons, when in fact each in turn prepares for the incarnation, celebrates the incarna—
tion, and manifests the incarnation. The feast of Christmas is the heart of the cycle, preceded by Advent as prep-—
aration and followed by Epiphany as the continued elaboration of the identity of the Christ Child born at Christ—
mas.
In our Divine Service—the Liturgy of the Word, the cry for mercy in the Kyrie is a cry for peace. Peace is the
condition of “wholeness and well-being” that now exists on earth and in heaven because of the incarnation and
atoning death of Jesus, a theme echoed in the Gloria in Excelsis. “Glory to God in the highest and peace to His
people on earth.” The movement from the peace of the Kyrie to the peace of the Hymn of Praise, the Gloria in
Excelsis, is seamless, as if the Gloria now interprets the peace of the Kyrie. Attached to the song of the angels
from Luke’s record of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem is a Trinitarian hymn that reiterates the peace and the mercy of
the Kyrie as it centers itself in the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
“Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.” There is more to the Gloria in Excelsis then the
opening verse from Luke’s Gospel. The main body of the hymn is a liturgical text that is Trinitarian.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you,
we give You thanks,
we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father;
Receive our pray.
For You alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.
With the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

The reference to the Holy One and the Most High returns us to the angel Gabriel announcing the Child Mary
would bear is the Holy One, the Son of the Most High. The Gloria begins and ends with the glory to
God, whose presence we worship, give thanks, and praise.
The time of Christmas in upon us. Give God the glory as you worship and praise the new born King!

God’s peace be with us all- Daniel Reineke, Traditional Music Director (320)656-0963 danielreineke@charter.net

Upcoming Middle School Youth Events
REMEMBER....During the season of Advent, Confirmation Class begins with Advent Service at 6pm. Class then runs until
7:45pm. (December 2, 9, 16). No class December 23rd. DECEMBER 5th Red Kettle Bell Ringing at Sauk Rapids Coborns 11am-
Ipm We are in need of adults and youth for this service project.
DECEMBER 16th 7:15-8pm Christmas Cookies! MSYG will be decorating cookies just in time to deliver to our shut in mem-
bers. The fifth and sixth graders will begin at 7:15pm. The 7th and 8th grades will join for decorating when excused from confirma-
tion class at 7:45pm.
JANUARY 2016: SCSU Basketball Game JANUARY 20th. We are in need of a substitute teacher for the 5th and 6th grade Confir-
mation Classes. Please email me if you are able to help... FEBRUARY 3rd. 7-8pm BIBLE TRIVIA WITH SALT N PEPPER
FEBRUARY 6th. 6-8pm. MIddle School Youth Group Dodgeball at Prince of Peace FEBRUARY WEEKEND. Lutheran island
Camp/Polar Plunge. Date TBD
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Trinity Lutheran Church

“Sharing the Caring Christ With All People”

Sauk Rapids, MN
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“More Than Enough”
Planned Giving Stories for
\ Christian Stewards
Pat and Shelly were recently married.
They had both been active members of their church for
many years. They wanted to make certain that the
church's ministry to the youth would be maintained even
after they were gone.

Pat: We appreciated how much youth group meant
to our teenagers. We hoped to register our commitment
and support by making a gift that would last well into the
future.

Shelly: A district planned giving counselor asked us
to consider making a gift to the church's endowment
fund. We learned that the endowment was a fund that
served as a permanent source of income for specific
church ministries.

Pat: [ liked that giving to the endowment would en-
sure that our youth program would be sufficiently funded
into the future. It would also mean that monies in our
church's budget could be devoted to other ministries.

Shelly: [ also felt that the gift would provide a legacy
for me and Pat. We were both thrilled that our gift
would keep on giving to a cause we love.

The support of donors like Pat and Shelly will be more
necessary in the future to make possible the church's
ministry programs. When you make an endowment gift,
your gift is maintained in perpetuity and creates a lasting,
meaningful difference. Only the interest earned each
year is used in support of the church ministry designated
by the donor. The principal of the original gift is main-
tained in the endowment fund. Trinity currently has
three principal gifts in its endowment:
PACE - ('Parents Advancing Christian Education':
Scholarships for students attending Prince of
Peace Lutheran School): $19,359.92
Bernice Schmidt - (Scholarships for full time LCMS
church work students): $24,991.05
UBS - (Undesignated at this time): $40,430.72
These funds can be added to, or new ones can be created
pending approval of the Endowment Committee.
Information and confidential consultation about planned
giving options that might benefit you, like an endowment
gift as part of an estate plan, can be obtained at no cost
by contacting either Mr. David Priebe, retired business
attorney (612)508-4640; or Mr. George Miller (800)482-
5022. Both David and George are Gift Planning
Counselors for the MN North District - LCMS.

Trinity High School Youth Group
9th-12" Grade

December once again brings the always delicious,
usually spectacular, and mostly healthy....

Lefse Sale!!! The Elfs in the youth room will be
making their own lefse this year. We have the help
of a Secret Angel, with a top secret recipe, that will
be sure to dazzle your taste buds. Youth will be
selling Lefse on Sunday mornings and Wednesday
nights. Make sure to stop by and help them out as
this is a fundraiser for the trip to the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans next summer.

The youth will be selling pizza through the middle
of January. The fund-raising push is definitely on
for NYG!! Stock up your freezer for when the
Winter Blizzards hit.

The youth will also continue the Christmas tradition
of making blankets for the local shelter. Blanket
making night will be December 9*. Delivery will be
shortly after, just in time for Christmas!

Excitement is increasing as we prepare for the
National Youth Gathering. We have special Bible
study time on Sunday mornings between services to
help ready ourselves for the trip. Service projects,
speakers, Bible study, concerts, etc. are all a part of
the experience. Looking forward to growing in our
faith. The theme for next year is “In Christ Alone.”
Watch for your opportunity to help support the
youth through the next few months.

All 9"-12™ graders are invited to join us in the youth
room on Wednesday nights from 6-8pm. Bring a
friend.

Watch for Polar Plunge announcement soon. We
will going to Lutheran Island Camp for this event in
February.

Make sure you are connected to the youth
leaders via media of your choice.
Facebook, twitter, instagram, email...

In His service,
Youth Leaders
Emily, Charlie, Brett, Leah and TK




eral C arin, € Larin;

T1S 1 eople al S,

Church Contact Information

Church Office: 252-3670
Website: www.trinitysr.org

Office Staff 252-3670
Pastor Paul Cloeter; Pastor Dave Strohschein,
Pastor John Bakou
Pastor Harvey Ehlers, Emeritus
Director of Christian Outreach Craig Cooper
Admin. Assistants Judy Rehwaldt , Katie Meemken

Additional Contact Information
Traditional Music : Daniel Reineke 656-0963
Contemporary Music: Ruth Immerfall 291-9293
Prayer Chain: Delores Volkers 252-2101
Youth Ministry: Terry Kurash 251-4071;

Kristen Sigurdson 493-6621
Parish Nurse: Jennifer Machula

Church Fax:  202-1095 E-mail: office@trinitysr.org
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s (40 pounds), white flour (2 pounds) and Butter
oy (2 pounds) for their lefse making.
«'Z The lefse will be for sale after worship in December.

.=  Please have your donations to the church kitchen,
¢ marked Youth, before Wednesday, December 2nd.

o Thank you!
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‘% The Youth Group needs donations of white potatoes

Worshin Opportunities
in December

Wednesdays: Dec. 2nd.
Dec. 9th & Dec. 16th
GC:00PM

Christmas Fve:
Dec. 24th at 3:00pm and 5:00pm

Christmas Day:
JsOOam
with Holy Communion

7> Angel Tree
’&:w&r The time of the year has come again
2 T

where we at Trinity are given the
opportunity to reach out to help oth-
ers in need through the prison fel-
lowship's program, Angel Tree. This
program allows us to reach out and
help children at Christmas time who may have one
more parents incarcerated. With your help these
children are able to receive Christmas gifts, pur-
chased by you, Trinity members. Simply choose an
Angel Tree tag from the tree, sign it out with the
coordinator, shop and purchase the
requested gift item on the tag ($20-$25) and
return the wrapped gift under the tree. Gifts will
then be delivered by volunteers. Angel Tree tags will
be available beginning Sunday, November 29™,
following the 8am and 10:30am services in the
Narthex. Wrapped gifts will be due back under the
tree by December 13™ Monetary gifts are always
welcome as well to help purchase larger items. If you
are interested in volunteering to deliver gifts, or
have any questions, please contact Jennifer Kranz at
320-290-3498.Thank you so much for your
continued support of the program!




Events at Trinity in December 2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
NO BIBLE CLASS 7:00am Men's Bible Study @ GS 9:00am Sewing 9:30am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
7:00pm Friends in 8:30am Finance Team Mtg Guild (F) Workers 11am - 1pm MSYG Red
Harmony (W) 5:00pm God'’s Grub 7:00pm Worship Kettle Event at Coborn’s
6:00pm Advent Worship Z3 Team Rehearsal 6:45pm Worship Music
6:45pm Youth Night (Y) Practice (W)
6:45pm Confirmation Classes
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00am Worship (HC) 4 6:00pm Salt & 10:30am Bible Class | 7:00am Men's Bible Study @ GS 12:00pm LWML 9:00am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Voter's Meeting Pepper Planning | (Lcl) 5:00pm God'’s Grub Luncheon @ Workers 6:45pm Worship Music
9:15am Youth Study Mtg 6:30pm 6:00pm Advent Worship Z1 Jimmy’s Practice (W)
9:15am S.S. 6:45pm Sandwichers CC 6:45pm Youth Night (Y) 5:30pm Lay Ministry
10:30am Worship 25 (HC) Narcotics Anon. 7:00pm Friends in 6:45pm Confirmation Classes Mtg.
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M,Y) (Y) Harmony (W) 6:45pm Ladies Leaning on Christ 7:00pm Leadership
CcC Team Mtg.
6:30pm POP
Preschool Program
13 8:00am Worship Z2 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:15am Bible Class & S.S. 6:00pm Bev’s 10:30am Bible Class | 7:00am Men's Bible Study @ GS 6:30pm Alzheimer’s 9:00am Parish 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Youth Bible Study CC (CM) (Lcl) 5:00pm God'’s Grub Meeting (Lcl) Workers 6:45pm Worship Music
10:30am Worship & Children’s 6:45pm 7:00pm Friends in 6:00pm Advent Worship 24 Practice (W)
Christmas Program Z3 Narcotics Anon. Harmony (W) 6:45pm Youth Night (Y)
12:00pm Anyuak Worship Y) 6:45pm Confirmation Classes 7:00pm Prince of
4:00pm Creative Crafts (Lcf,Scl,Lcl) Peace Christmas
4:30pm S&P Caroling @ GS 6:45pm Adult Choir Rehearsal Program @ LOC
Deadline for Angel Tree Gifts
20 8:00am Worship (HC) Z5 21 22 23 24  cChristmas 25 26
9:15am New Member Welcome 6:45pm 6:30pm 7:00am Men's Bible Study @ GS Eve Christmas Day 9:00am Altar Guild
9:15am Bible Class Narcotics Anon. Sandwichers CC 9:00am Parish Workers 5:00pm MacKenzie/
9:15am S.S. Holiday Party (Y) 7:00pm Friends in 6:45pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 3:00pm Christmas 9:00am Teders Wedding
9:15am Youth Bible Study Harmony (W) 6:45pm Ladies Leaning on Christ Eve Worship 22 Christmas 6:45pm Worship Music
10:30am Worship Z1 New Newsletter CcC 5:00pm Christmas Worship Z4 (HC) Practice (W)
Member Reception Deadline Eve Worship Z3
12:00pm Anyuak Worship (M) (HC) Office Closed
27 28 29 30 31 Notes:
8:00am Worship Z5 9:30am Parish 7:00am Men's Bible Study @ GS New Year’s Eve
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR BIBLE Workers
CLASS (Newsletter)
10:30am Worship (HC) Z1 6:45pm
12:00pm Anyuak Worship Narcotics Anon.
(Y)
Room Reservation Key W=Worship Scl=Small Class M=Music Room Lcf=Large Conf CM=Care | CDC=Child
Space Room Room Ministry Dev. Cntr.
O=Overflow Room F=Fellowship Lcl=Large Class Y=Youth Room Scf=Small Conf K=Kitchen
Hall Room Room




December Birthdays

Name BirthDate || Ethan Kutzorik 15-Dec || Jeremy Wainright 3-Dec
Sophia Abfalter 6-Dec || Kayla Larsen 17-Dec || Joanne Walen 1-Dec
Cynthia Abraham 11-Dec || John Linkert 4-Dec || Jackson Warmka 28-Dec
Kailyn Anderson 23-Dec || Donna Lovitz 14-Dec || Brian Weappa 21-Dec
Korbyn Anderson 24-Dec || William Lovitz 17-Dec || Christa Weide 25-Dec
Chainagubo Balo 23-Dec || Judd Machula 23-Dec || Katelyn Weide 4-Dec
Justin Behrendt 12-Dec || Stacy Machula 22-Dec || Heidi Weishalla 1-Dec
Patricia Behrendt 13-Dec || Delores Marsh 22-Dec || Luke Wendt 4-Dec
Bruce Benoit 13-Dec || Morgan Maselter 7-Dec || Jean Wentworth 5-Dec
Carter Brower 6-Dec || Banger Medho 30-Dec || Tara Wiese 5-Dec
Alex Cash 28-Dec | | Deborah Meierhofer 20-Dec || Michael Wilcox 9-Dec
Art Christiansen 1-Dec || Arlene Mendel 9-Dec || Mike Winczewski 11-Dec
Kurt Clitty 31-Dec || Andrew Messerich 9-Dec || Mark Woitalla 24-Dec
Cody Collins 3-Dec || Christine Miller 2-Dec || Kaleb Wolbeck 22-Dec
Jill Copeland 9-Dec || Glenda Milner 10-Dec || Dick Wold 21-Dec
Jennifer Dohrmann 24-Dec || Dick Mingo 30-Dec || Katelynn Zimmer 10-Dec
Joshua DuChene 2-Dec || Phillip Neske 15-Dec || Scott Zwick 18-Dec
Daniel Dusing 1-Dec || Ajiea Ojulu 26-Dec
Robert Dusing 28-Dec || Cody Oltz 19-Dec
Leroy Elg 27-Dec || Owar Omot 9-Dec
Claire Feuling 30-Dec || Kim Reberg 11-Dec
Robert Feuling 1-Dec || Thomas Regouski 15-Dec
Skyler Figallo 4-Dec || Diann Richards 23-Dec
Alvina Fleck 14-Dec || Noah Ripka 23-Dec
Darlene Gronau 8-Dec || Pat Sauer 2-Dec
David Grose 12-Dec || Erin Schlichting 28-Dec
Curtis Hadley 26-Dec || Carol Schlueter 16-Dec
Neal Hanson 24-Dec || Danielle Schultz 5-Dec
Janice Haus 3-Dec || Chris Sigurdson 18-Dec
Kimberly Haus 30-Dec || Chad Smolnik 18-Dec
Myrtlene Jehoich 25-Dec || Lynn Smolnik 13-Dec
David Johnson 26-Dec || John Sprengeler 27-Dec
Jordon Johnson 10-Dec || Beth Stay 31-Dec
John Kardell 12-Dec || Miriam Stay 31-Dec
Zachary Kardell 10-Dec || Shelly Stockinger 31-Dec
Braden Knafla 23-Dec || Tyler Strobel 16-Dec
Terry Knapek 21-Dec || Paige Sunstrom 15-Dec
Dale Kuklok 21-Dec || Olivia Tadych 1-Dec
Gail Kuklok 26-Dec || Bradley Trushenski 6-Dec
Lisa Kulow 1-Dec || Sharon Volkers 21-Dec
Sue Kulzer 2-Dec || Heidi Wagner 23-Dec




